TO SUPPORT THE CAMPAIGN, PLEASE FILL IN THE DETAILS IN YELLOW, AND SEND TO: public.enquiries@hmtreasury.gov.uk


Subject: #Checkout the cost of trading for local shops 
Dear Chancellor, 
I am writing to you as the owner of [BUSINESS NAME], a retailer that employs [NUMBER] people in my local community. 
I am supporting ACS (the Association of Convenience Stores') #Checkout the cost of trading campaign because the operating costs facing local shops like mine have reached a level that is materially affecting my ability to invest in my business, retain my staff and plan for the future. 
The cumulative pressure of rising costs on my business is significant. Recent increases to the National Living Wage and Employer National Insurance Contributions have pushed up my wage bill. My business rates liability continues to rise. My energy costs remain well above historic levels. None of these pressures sit in isolation – together, they are shaping the day-to-day decisions I take about staffing, investment and the future of my shop. 
On top of this, the forthcoming Deposit Return Scheme is already influencing decisions about staffing, investment and the use of space in my store. The regulatory demands being placed on retailers – particularly those considering hosting a return point – need to be genuinely proportionate if shops like mine are to remain commercially viable. 
The scale of these combined pressures on convenience retailers is set out in detail in ACS' #Checkout the Cost of Trading campaign here:  https://www.acs.org.uk/campaigns/checkout-cost-trading 
Local shops are at the heart of communities across the country. We want to keep investing, employing local people and serving our customers – but we need a policy environment that makes that possible. I would welcome a response setting out how the Treasury plans to address the pressures facing shops like mine. 
Yours sincerely, 
[YOUR NAME] 
[BUSINESS NAME] 
[TOWN/CITY]

