



DATE

MP NAME
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

Dear MP NAME

I am an independent retailer, trading at ADDRESS and also a member of ACS (the Association of Convenience Stores). I’m writing to invite you to show your support for tackling shop theft in local shops like mine.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Shop theft remains one of the biggest challenges for my shop and my staff. Not only does it cost each convenience store, on average, £1,739 a year, but there is also an increasing link across to violence and verbal abuse, which myself and my staff have to deal with. ACS’ Crime Report found that challenging shop thieves is now the top trigger for violence and verbal abuse.

I need your support to tackle shop theft by:

· Writing to the Police and Crime Commissioner for FORCE AREA encouraging them to put shop theft on their agenda. ACS has recently launched a new tackling shop theft pledge for police and crime commissioners, which they are encouraging them to sign up to. A template letter and more information about the pledge is available at: www.bit.ly/MPletterforPCCs. 

· Signing Early Day Motion 1415, ‘Tackling the Root Causes of Shop Theft’, which recognises the scale of shop theft and seeks greater involvement from police and crime commissioners and the Government to tackle shop theft. 

· [bookmark: _Hlk518545960]Writing to the Minister for Crime Prevention, Victoria Atkins MP, and the Minister for Sentencing, Rory Stewart MP, to ask them what action they are taking to tackle shop theft and highlighting a new report from the Centre for Social Justice, ‘Desperate for Fix’, which sets out fresh thinking on how to tackle the root causes of shop theft. A template letter to Victoria Atkins is available at: www.bit.ly/VACrimeLetter. A template letter to Rory Stewart is available at: www.bit.ly/RSCrimeLetter.  

I hope that you can support me and other local shops in tackling shop theft and I would be happy to arrange for you to visit my shop and see first-hand the challenge my staff and I face.

For more information about shop theft, the Early Day Motion, or the police and crime commissioner pledge, please contact Julie Byers, ACS Public Affairs Manager by email Julie.Byers@acs.org.uk or call 01252 515001. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely

RETAILER NAME
